Familial mesothelioma. Details of 17 cases with histopathologic findings and mineral analysis.
Nine new cases of mesothelioma clustering in four families are described, and additional information is provided on four previously reported families. All of the members of these families had some exposure to asbestos. Diagnoses were confirmed histologically, and the relevance of the histologic pattern is discussed after the literature review. The lung mineral fiber burden was quantified in patients by transmission electron microscopic examination and energy-dispersive x-ray analysis, and this confirmed significant exposure to amphibole asbestos in all patients. Evidence supporting an increased incidence of mesothelioma in family members is discussed.